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St. Elizabeths – Brief History

• St. Elizabeths East is located at the site of a formerly self-contained 
mental health community, St. Elizabeths Hospital, in the Congress 
Heights neighborhood.

• Established in 1855, the first buildings on the East campus weren’t  built 
until 1902 as part of a major expansion on approximately 183 acres.

• By the 1940s, there were 7,000 patients and staff housed across 350 
acres on both the East and West campuses. 

• Coinciding with the federal deregulation of mental healthcare, the St. 
Elizabeths East campus was transferred to the District in 1987. The 
campus has been mostly vacant since that time. 

• St. Elizabeths was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1990.

• In April 2010, a new hospital opened to continue to serve local patients 
and federally assigned inmates with mental health concerns.
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St. Elizabeths East Update - Infrastructure

• Phase 1, Stage 1 infrastructure construction started in November 2016. New roads 

and utilities will be installed between now and fall of 2018. ($58M)

• Phase 1, Stage 2 infrastructure will include a reconfiguration of the Congress Heights 

Metro Station bus terminal and a new 13th St. Construction estimated to begin in 

FY19.

• Infrastructure improvements will facilitate and support the construction of the 

Entertainment & Sports Arena “ESA” (delivery in 4Q 2018); 252 units of multi-family 

affordable housing (delivery in 4Q 2020); 85 townhome units (delivery in 4Q 2020); 

and 170K square feet of commercial office space with 40K square feet of ground floor 

retail (delivery in 2Q 2021).  Redbrick LMD is the lead developer for the residential 

and office/retail space.

• DC Water has completed construction of a new 2 million gallon water tower which will 

provide improved water pressure and service for residents in Congress Heights and 

other neighborhoods in Ward 8. The tower will be in service in summer 2018.

• A master parking study has been completed for the St. Elizabeths East 

campus. Approximately 1,200 new parking spaces are being added to the campus 

on surface lots.
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St. Elizabeths East Campus 2012 Land Use Plan
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Phase One Summary
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St. Elizabeths Phase One Infrastructure
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New Temporary Surface Parking Lots
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Entertainment & Sports Arena (“ESA”)

8



Entertainment & Sports Arena (“ESA”)
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Live Shot of ESA on 5.15.18
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Live shot of ESA on 5.15.18
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CT Campus Preliminary Design
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Preliminary Townhome Design
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Parcel 15
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Contact Information

St. Elizabeths Team

Ed Fisher

Executive Director

ed.fisher2@dc.gov

202.727.9359

James Parks, IV

Project Manager

james.parks2@dc.gov

202.769.7830

Vanassa Simmons

Project Manager

vanassa.simmons@dc.gov

202.645.9012

www.stelizabethseast.com
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